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The Lost Wallet (II) 

Glenn Kitasoe’s Last Article as Temple President 

As my term as Temple President 

comes to an end, I would like you 

to understand and appreciate what 

it takes to run a Temple of our 

size and its related programs. 

2011 expenses were $295,000. 

That’s what it takes to keep MVBT 

going. Costs are all going up, and 

there is work that still needs to be 

done. We increased our dues $25 

to $200 per member. With 518 

Members, the Temple receives 

$103,600 from dues.    

 

That leaves $191,400 to make 

up with Special Activities and 

Donations. This is how we have 

operated for many years, but I 

think there is a better way. MVBT 
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Feb Highlights  

SERVICES IN SANGHA HALL  

 

 1/29 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Temple Installation and 

Annual General Meeting 

 

 2/5 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Shotsuki Hoyo 

 

 2/6 Mon, 7:30 PM 

Religious Planning Meeting  

 

 2/8 Wed, 7:30 PM 

Temple Board Meeting 

 

 2/12 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Boy Scouts Service 

 

 2/19 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Nirvana Day / Pet Memorial 

Service 

 

 2/23-25 Thu-Sat, 

BCA Ministers and  

National Council Meeting  

(Sacramento)  

 

By Rev. Dean Koyama 
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By Glenn Kitasoe 

to depart, we went to the gift 

shop to look around. Tommy, 

who was about 7 at the time, 

bought everyone some gum with 

the money in his wallet. Shortly 

arriving in San Jose and while wait-

ing for our luggage, Tommy real-

ized that he had lost his wallet.   

 

Tommy and I ran back to the gate 

and asked if we could go back on 

the plane and check the area 

where we were sitting. However, 

since our flight was the last one of 

the day, they had already locked 

the plane. A crew would come in 

the next morning to clean it. If 

they found the wallet, they would 

turn it in to the lost and found.  

We left our names and phone 

When I was a student in Japan, I 

lost my wallet. I must have 

dropped it on a bus. Despite the 

language barrier, I was somehow 

able to find the bus depot and 

went to the office and was able to 

claim my lost wallet with every-

thing still intact.   

I felt so grateful and thought about 

giving a reward to whoever found 

it, but not knowing how to say 

reward in Japanese, I just said 

Arigato to the clerk and left. And 

I remember walking away feeling 

empty, guilty, and embarrassed 

because I didn’t try to use my Japa-

nese to try to convey even a token 

of my heartfelt appreciation. 

 

What makes this nearly 30-

year old incident interesting 

is its sequel.   

 

As many of you know, I was as-

signed to the Mountain View 

Buddhist temple in January, 2003.  

My family and I flew from Sea-Tac 

airport to San Jose on December 

20th.  While waiting for our flight 

might consider the following: What 

if we, as a Temple, take the yearly 

budgeted expense and divide it by 

the number of Temple members?  

 

For example, if $300,000 is budg-

eted for 2012, we divide by 518 

members. This is $580. We rec-

ommend $580 for each member 

to pay—which includes dues and 

all special donations normally made 

during the year. It could be paid 

annually, quarterly, or monthly. It 

would be a recommended but not 

required amount. Some would pay 
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Religious Planning—February 

ALL SERVICES WILL BE HELD IN SANGHA HALL DURING CONSTRUCTION 

 

January 29th, Sunday 10:00 AM    

Temple Installation and Annual General Meeting 

 

Feb 5th, Sunday 10:00 AM —Shotsuki Hoyo   

 

Feb 12th Sunday 10:00 AM—Boy Scouts Service  

 

Feb 19th Sunday 10:00 AM—Nirvana / Pet Memorial Service  

 

Feb 23-25th Thursday—Saturday  

BCA Ministers and National Council Meeting (Sacramento)  

 

 

What Do These Icons Mean? 

In an effort to consolidate information within the Echo as well provide more information on services, the fol-

lowing icons indicate various activities for Sunday Services: 

 

 Shotsuki Hoyo Service O-asaji (Morning Chanting)—8:30 AM 

 

 Adult Discussion—11:00 AM Dharma School—11:00 AM 

Pre-order 

 

 YBA 

Spaghetti 

Dinner by 

 

 January 

29th 

Last Week to Sign Up for YBA Spaghetti Dinner 

In December, we sent 2 members 

to the Coast District retreat in 

Monterey. They spent their time 

chanting, and discussing the Bud-

dhism in the Harry Potter movies 

while enjoying Reverend Saka-

moto’s delicious cooking.  

 

In the spirit of the Holidays, we 

donated a $1,000 to the Capital 

Campaign. This was the money we 

raised through the Pancake Break-

fast held at the end of October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also gave a 20-cup rice 

cooker as an end-of-the-year gift 

to the Temple. 

 

We are currently planning our 

winter ski trip for Jan 20th-22nd 

and will drive up to Lake Tahoe 

and hopefully see some snow!  

 

We are also currently planning 

our spaghetti dinner which will be 

held on February 11th. Come out 

and enjoy Mrs. Hirotsu’s delicious 

spaghetti and help support YBA! 

february 11 

spaghetti + bingo 
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number, but they never did call. 

Needless to say, Tommy felt very 

badly about this. 

 

As young parents we wanted to 

help, so we decided to buy him a 

new one. On our way to my 

brother’s where we were gather-

ing on Christmas Day, we stopped 

at the only store open and found a 

wallet for him. He put all of his 

new Christmas money and gift 

cards in it. He also remembered to 

write his name and address on the 

ID tag, which he didn’t do for the 

other one. 

 

On the day after Christmas, we 

have a tradition of taking our kids 

to the mall to buy whatever they 

want with their Christmas money. 

This time, we also planned to meet 

my brother’s family to see a movie.  

We went to the mall and Tommy 

found a Lego jet that he paid for 

with the money in his wallet. We 

then went to the movie, which 

ended after 11:00PM. 

 

By then the mall was deserted, but 

we had to walk through it to get to 

the parking lot.  We made it to the 

parking garage. Just as we were 

getting to our car, Tommy falls to 

the ground, wailing. We were all 

shocked and surprised. 

 

“Tommy, what’s wrong? Are you 

hurt?” 

 

“I lost my wallet again,” he cried. 

 

We had him search all of his pock-

ets. We looked in our bags. Then 

we thought that maybe it fell in the 

theater. Tommy and I ran back 

through the dark and completely 

deserted mall. When we got to the 

theater, I explained that my young 

son thought he left his wallet in 

the theater and asked to go back 

inside to check. Luckily, they had-

n’t cleaned up the theater since it 

was the last showing of the night. 

We found our row of seats. We 

pulled the seat down and looked 

but it was not there. We looked 

underneath and…there it was.   

 

“Look Tommy, we found it.” 

 

But Tommy’s reaction was quite 

different from the grateful relief 

and elation that I had when my 

wallet was returned at the bus 

station in Japan.  

 

Tommy didn’t want it. He said, 

“I’m not old enough to take care 

of it.”   

He realized the depth of his limita-

tions. As a parent, I couldn’t help 

but feel his pain and despair, be-

cause I too had done the exact 

same thing.   

 

That is the idea behind Compas-

sion. Compassion is not some-

thing that we can will. We 

can’t go around and say “Gee, I 

think I will be compassionate to-

day and do good deeds for oth-

ers.” That is not the compassion 

that is talked about in Buddhism.  

 

Compassion in Buddhism is 

truly understanding what an-

other being is feeling.  And this 

is achieved only when one has 

gone through the exact same ex-

perience. Tommy’s reaction or 

realization was a truly honest and 

profound reflection upon himself, 

much, much deeper than mine. 

 

Shinran has so clearly explained 

this by describing himself as a fool-

ish being with the heaviest karmic 

impediments. Yet Shinran’s point 

was not to leave us in despair for 

the nature of our true human 

selves. Shinran realized through his 

own experience as a practicing 

monk on Mt. Hiei, the depth of 

darkness created by his own calcu-

lations and greed. But he also real-

ized that extending into that dark-

ness is a penetrating light of wis-

dom and compassion from the 

Buddha or from Life itself.   

 

Despite the coldness of our faults 

and frailties, we are nurtured and 

embraced with warmth. All the 

more is it important to repay our 

great debt of gratitude by becom-

ing aware of our limitations.  

 

Only by realizing our limita-

tions do we discover a limit-

less world.  Only by discovering 

the limits of our potential, do we 

awaken to the unlimited potential 

of Truth itself. 

 

Perhaps that is why, the Buddha, 

on his own deathbed said to his 

disciples, “Make the Light of the 

Dharma teachings be the Lamp 

onto ourselves.” 

 

Gassho, 

Rev. Dean 

The Lost Wallet (II) (Cont’d from Page 1) 

 

Make  

 

the Light  

 

of the  

 

Dharma teachings  

 

be  

 

the Lamp  

 

onto ourselves 
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less, some pay that amount, and 

some pay more if they are able.   

 

What would this do? All funds 

from Special Activities and Obon 

could be applied to the next phase 

of Renovation or perhaps even 

add a paid Office Staff.  

 

With this system, we could be more 

progressive and have more options. 

We would take pressure from Spe-

cial Activities raising a certain 

amount of money. Again, these are 

my thoughts but something we may 

want to consider for the future.  

 

Being President of MVBT has been 

educational, giving me an apprecia-

tion for what it takes to run a 

Jodo Shinshu Temple.  I decided to 

serve 2 years because I thought 

this would be enough time, but 

now I realize you need more time.  

 

I would like to thank Reverend 

Koyama and Mountain View Bud-

dhist Temple for helping me dur-

ing my Presidency. There are 

many people that I used as my 

advisors—I have mentioned you in 

previous articles, and I appreciate 

all you have done for me. 

 

MVBT Members are the Best.   

 

We may have different leadership 

but the Members make it happen.   

The Elders who have led us is why 

we have it so good! 

 

I leave the Presidency in good 

hands with Bob Imai as Presi-

dent and a strong Cabinet as well. 

 

It’s been an Honor representing 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple and 

a Privilege being your President.   

 

Although my title is gone I will still 

follow the Example of our Elders. 

 

In Gassho, 

 

Glenn Kitasoe 
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Glenn Kitasoe’s Last Article as Temple President (Cont’d from Page 1) 

50th Anniversary Meeting—February 13th 

Construction is shaping up. The 

Nokotsudo Annex is ready for the 

roof and the limited accessibility 

ramp is blending in with the Tem-

ple building. 

 

The added time will enable us to  

have everything completed by the  

September 29-30th anniversary date.  

  

Your input is important.  

 

Please attend the meetings and be 

part of this important phase of the 

our Temple. 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Feb 13, 2012, 7PM 

Pancake Room 

ABA News 
 

ABA is busy sponsoring the Sunday services in January.   

Thanks to all the participating members.  

 

January meeting will be held at the New Year Dinner on Saturday 

January 21, 2012.  

 

ABA 2012 cabinet will be installed at the service on  

Sunday, January 29, 2012. 
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2012 marks 10 years for our Sen-

ior Activity Group and 7 years for 

the Craft Group. We have come a 

long way and are still growing. We 

welcome everyone to join. 

  

We started the New Year Senior 

Activity and Craft session on Janu-

ary 5th, 2012. Another exciting year 

has been planned for 2012.  

  

Here is the tentative schedule of 

events for 2012. This provides you 

advanced notice so that you can 

mark these dates on your calen-

dar. However, be aware that 

these dates can change. 

 2012 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

JAN 19—Bingo with lunch  

 

FEB 16—Speaker on Digestive 

System 

 

MAR 15—Day trip to Annie's 

Glass in Watsonville w/lunch 

at Shadowbrook in Felton ($89 

per person) 

APR 19—movie (TBD) with 

lunch. Trip to Wundermann place 

after the movie, if anyone interested. 

 

MAY 23-24— 1st Reno trip 

 

JUN 21—Special Game Day pre-

sented by Ken Nakano and Group 

 

JUL-AUG— Summer Break 

 

SEP 19-20—2nd Reno trip 

 

OCT 17-18—Trip to Solvang/

Chumash Casino/Morro Bay  ($225 

per person) 

 

NOV 15—Casino Day. Dennis 

Tsukagawa & Company in charge. 

Last day of activities. 

 

DEC—Winter Break. No activities. 

  

If there is a place of interest that 

you would like to visit, please let 

us know, and perhaps we 

can accommodate your interest. 

                                

SENIOR CRAFT 

We continue making lap blankets 

to give to our members and 

friends who are in rest homes, and 

home care. This is a nice way to 

show that we care and that our 

thoughts are with them. We have 

given away 25 lap blankets so 

far.  This is very heartwarming to 

all of us, knowing the Dana feeling. 

If you know anyone who has extra 

yarn, please mention our Senior 

Craft Group.  Our Senior are kept 

very busy helping others with 

different projects.  Yarn is a big 

tool for our projects. 

Thank you to our Senior craft 

ladies for spending many hours 

working on different projects to 

supply and provide for the Obon 

bazaar sales, boutiques and the 

different fundraisers. We are able 

to subsidize the many trips and 

lunches that are provided with 

these fundraisers. We are also 

fortunate to donate to the 50th 

Anniversary through your gener-

ous support during our fund rais-

ers.  Arigato. 

  

CRAFT HOURS 

Thursdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM  

Light refreshment of coffee, tea 

and desserts are always provided.  

 

Everyone is welcome to join in 

and share new ideas. Please feel 

free to join us, for we are always 

looking to make new friends. 

Thank You From Dharma School 
 

For Scott’s Birthday Bruce & Joy Morimoto  

For Evan’s Birthday Ken & Sharon Tsukahara  

2012  

Schedule of 

Events 

 

 

Senior 

Events 
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When asked, “Why did you join 

BWA?” My initial reaction was, 

“Because I didn’t  know any  bet-

ter.” Upon further reflection, I am 

satisfied that this answer suc-

cinctly expresses my frame of 

mind and intent.   

 

It  took  the passing of my best  

friend to spur me to join the BCA  

Sangha. I think of her often and 

remember my last words to her  

were “You are Buddha.” She was 

a model  friend  whom I admired 

and with whom I shared many 

hours  of laughter. Her take on 

life, humility, courage and generos-

ity always stirred my sense of 

pride to be regarded as her  friend. 

 

Similarly I will always cherish the 

friendship of Yasuko  Kariya,  

Clara Hoshida, Mrs. Shinseki,  

Mary Hiramoto  and Minako Na-

kamoto, as I recall  their  wit, 

wisdom, and  cheer.   

 

While it may have been  ignorance 

that led me to join the “fujinkai” I 

know now that it was the best  

decision.  

 

I have found BWA to be genuine,  

petty, dedicated, disciplined, re-

sponsible, fun, reliable, cheeky, 

educational, humble, aggravating 

and enjoyable. In the BWA, age is 

not an issue—who is  NOT  get-

ting older? As we celebrate each 

birthday, we look behind and see 

others picking up the torch, and 

look ahead with gratitude to those 

who lit the torch.  

 

And because we cannot do with-

out them, individual men have 

been designated as   “honorary 

members”  as we often rely on 

their help. Overall, I enjoy the 

camaraderie, acceptance, and the 

chance to speak “sukoshi” Japanese.  

 

The real question is “Why 

not join the BWA?” 

 

 

 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

 

Kazuyo Yonemoto  ($50) 

In memory of mother, Yukiko  

 

Mary  & Shozo  Mayeda   ($350) 

Year-end  donation 

 

NEXT BWA MEETING 

Saturday, February 11th, 9AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 BWA CABINET 

 

President 

Kimi Nishimura 

 

President-Elect 

Reiko  Murakami 

 

Vice President 

Toshiko Kawamoto 

 

Recording Secretary 

Marie Ochi-Jacobs 

 

Corresponding Secretaries 

Aggie Hirotsu 

Miyo Takegami 

Kazuko Tashiro  

 

Treasurer 

Misao Tanouye  

 

Assistant Treasurer 

Mary Kato  

 

Social Chairpersons 

Tomiko Maruyama, 

Kiyoko Sato, 

Carolyn Sakae   

 

Religious Chairperson 

Mitsue Fukuda      

 

Dana Chairpersons 

Toshiko Kawamoto 

Misao Tanouye     

 

Historian 

Julie Ushiba       

 

Official Delegates 

Kimi Nishimura 

Reiko Murakami 

Mitsue Fukuda    

 

Minister 

Rev. Dean Koyama  

Why Join the BWA? The Real Question Is Why Not?! 

Buddhist  
 

Women’s  
 

Association 

By Marie Ochi-Jacobs 
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The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the temple in memory of the past 

members who have passed away during a given month.  It is not meant to be a substitute for families to  

observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The Shotsuki loved ones are: 

Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Bill Asada 

Hatsugoro Fukushima 

Thomas Gishi 

Yusaku Haruta 

Chiyo Higuchi 

Tomiuemon Hiramoto 

Chiyoko Hirohata 

Jeanette Hirota 

Shuichi Hori 

Henry Isamu Hoshi Jr. 

Henry Hideo Hoshi 

Clara Hoshida 

Matsuyo Idehara 

Rev. Ryumei Iguchi 

Tatsuhiko Ikebe 

Francis Ikenaga 

Jiro Iwata 

Jack Kawamoto 

Chiyeko Matsumoto 

Frank Matsumoto 

Matsutaro Matsumoto 

David Toshio Matsuo  

Shigeki Murai 

Akiko Nakagawa  

Niro Nishimoto 

Tsuneo Nishimura 

Edward Okamura 

Jane Okumura 

Frank Sakino 

Kiyoshi Sawamura 

Zensaku Shishido 

Mary Somen  

Rodney Togashi 

Haruo Yamaji 

Toshio Yamaji 

Mildred Yamanaga 

Tsutomu Yamanga 

KennethYasuda 

 

February 

 

Monthly  

 

Memorial  

 

Service  

 
Sunday 

Feb 5th 
 

10:00 am 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  

Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Koyama. 

E-mail  dkoyama@comcast.net  

Phone (temple office) 650 964-9426 

 

The Mountain View Buddhist Temple would like to express  

its heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of: 

 

          Harry Ikebe January 1, 2012 

 

May you find comfort in the embrace of Infinite Light and Life,  

the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha. 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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September 29-30th Celebration 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
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Our first winner of the New Year 

is Bob and Ida Fujii. There are 

still 150 Tickets available. If you 

would like to participate contact 

Glenn Kitasoe: 

 

Phone:408-749-9925 

Email: rgkit114@aol.com 

 

Thank you, 

Glenn Kitasoe  

150 Club News 

 Toban Echo Article Deadline 

FEB Zones  11 & 12 Feb 22 (Wed) Feb 17 (Fri) 

MAR Zones  13 & 1 Mar 21 (Wed) Mar 16 (Fri) 

APR Zones  2 & 3 Apr 18 (Wed) Apr 13 (Fri) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 

process. This is provide time to layout in the new format. Thank you. 

 

Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Family Memorial Services 

Traditionally, Family Memorial Services are conducted for loved ones on certain anniversaries.  If your loved 

one passed away in one of the following years, you may wish to schedule a service: 

 

Year of Death Service 

2011 1st year 

2010 3rd Annual 

2006 7th Annual 

2000 13th Annual 

1996 17th Annual 

1988 25th Annual 

1980 33rd Annual 

1963 50th Annual 

1913 100th Annual 

 

As the schedule for the temple fills quickly, you are advised to make arrangements with Rev. Koyama and the 

temple as soon as possible to accommodate your date and time requests.   

 

Call the temple office at (650) 964-9426 or e-mail Rev. Koyama at dkoyama@comcast.net. 

mailto:echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org
mailto:dkoyama@comcast.net
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march 2012 

Mounta in View Buddhist  Temple 
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SPAGHETTI  

b i n g o 

 

February 11, 2012 

Don’t miss it! 

Mark your calendars for January 

29th for the Annual General 

Meeting and the last day to pre-

order for Spaghetti Dinner. 

 

Find a pdf version online at:  

www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 

 

In gassho, 

The Echo Staff 

Happy New Year 
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